A large group of people came from New England to settle in a village called Green-
field, later renamed Princeton. They built their church, the Hampshire Colony Church,
in 1835. Most public meetings were held in it until other buildings were constructed.
The first stores in the area met the needs of the settlers for the things they could

not grow or make. Frederick Haskell had the first dry goods store in the county. He
sold out to Robert Templeton in 1835. Stores were often the living places for the

owner and often the Post Office for the surrounding area as well.

A HISTORY OF PRINCETON, GEORGE OWEN SMITH, 1966



